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Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.   Psalm 124:8

Graduation ceremony of Diploma in Allergy &
Asthma (12th Batch) on 10th January, 2018 with  a

Dr. Sheldon Spector memorial CME

Continued on page 2

iploma in Allergy & Asthma
(DAA), is a yearlong
distance education course

offered to physicians specialized in
internal medicine, paediatrics, ENT
and pulmonary medicine. This
course is offered to doctors in
India as well as those who are from
several other countries including Sri
Lanka, Nepal, Kenya, Uganda,
Rwanda, Indonesia, USA, Canada,
UAE, Saudi Arabia and the
Caribbean. DAA is endorsed by the
‘American Academy of Allergy,
Asthma and Immunology’ (AAAAI),
which is the World’s largest and the
most respected professional
association of allergy and asthma
specialists and the ‘Center for
Global Health’ (CGH), University of
Colorado, USA.

The prevalence of allergic and other
airways disorders have increased
at a fast pace. To address this
important issue, the Department of
Pulmonary Medicine in association

with International Asthma Services
(IAS), USA led by Dr. P.K. Vedanthan
an American board-certified allergy
and asthma specialist developed this
course.

The graduation ceremony was held
at the New Examination Hall, Bagayam
campus. The ceremony began
with prayer at 7 pm followed by
introduction of the chief guest,
Dr. Hugo Van Bever, by Dr. Vinay
Mehta. Dr. P.K. Vedanthan and
Dr. D.J. Christopher presented the
graduates to the chief guest. A total
of 31 candidates met the minimum
standards to qualify for the award of
DAA. Dr. Hugo Van Bever, in his
address to the graduates,reiteratedthe
need for further research in the field
of allergy especially in India.  Dr. Arun
M was awarded the Dr. Henry
Claman gold medal award for overall
proficiency and Dr. Mongressa V.
Monteiro was awarded the Dr. Harold
Nelson silver medal.

On this occasion, a CME dedicated
to Late Dr. Sheldon Spector, a
renowned Physician, researcher, and
lecturer in the field of Asthma, Allergy
and Clinical Immunology was
organized. Dr. Vinay Mehta, Allergist
from Nebraska, USA was the
organizing chairman of the CME.
Contemporary topics in allergy were
covered by Dr. Hugo Van Bever,

Special Prayers:February 18 - 24, 2018

Sunday Services : February 25, 2018

6.00 pm : Scudder Auditorium
Dr. Elwyn Elias

6.30 pm : Hospital Chapel
Dr. David Chase

5.00 pm : Friendship Chapel, KPTR Campus
Mrs. Linnea Good

Accident and Emergency Medicine :
Dr. K.P.P. Abhilash and Staff
Mrs. Jeyalinda Christopher and Staff

Catholic Health Association of India
Council Member: Rev. Dr. Mathew Abraham

Hospital:  St. John's Medical College and
                Hospital, Bangalore and others

Welcome :

Dr. Shalini Anandan, Professor, Department
of Microbiology, on her return from
sabbatical leave.

Dr. Ann Mary Augustine ,  Associate
Surgeon, ENT Unit-IV, on her return from
study leave.

Dr. Thomas Matthai, Associate Professor,
Orthopaedics Unit-III, on his return from
study leave.

Obituary :

Mrs. Nalini Swamidasan, mother-in-law of
Dr. Suresh Devasahayam, Professor and
Head of Bio Engineering Department and
mother of Ms. Isobel Swamidasan, Teacher
in Ida Scudder School on 14th  February, 2018.

Our thoughts and prayers are with the
bereaved members of the family at this time
of grief and loss.
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The Department of Anatomy organizes Workshop on Special Stains

Continued from Page 1

Graduation ceremony of Diploma in Allergy & Asthma (12th Batch) on 10th January,
2018 with  a Dr. Sheldon Spector memorial CME

Senior Professor in Paediatrics and
Allergist, National University, Singapore,
Dr. Vinay Mehta and Dr. D.J. Christopher,
Professor in Pulmonary Medicine &
Co-director of DAA. In addition, there
were oral and poster presentations. The
oral presentation award was won by
Dr. Zubair Khan, Fellow in Asthma,
Allergy and Immunology, CMC, Vellore.
The best poster award was won by Dr. Aratrika Das, School of Tropical Medicine, Kolkata.

A one day “Workshop on Special Stains” was organized
by the Department of Anatomy on 25th January, 2018.
The workshop began with a prayer by Rev. Raja. The chief
guest Dr. Anna Pulimood, Principal highlighted the
importance of special stains in clinical practice drawing
from her experience as a Pathologist.  The workshop was
attended by 36 delegates from across the country who
were benefitted by the sessions on  performing Alcian Blue,

Luxol fast blue, Verhoeff’s Van Geison and Massons trichrome staining techniques. As part of the workshop;
‘Handbook of histological techniques’ - a book based on the techniques and  methods used in the department
was released. The workshop was well appreciated and special thanks is extended  to the Departments of
Pharmacology and Biostatistics for providing space for the workshop.
Ms. Ann Bothamley – Counting 50 years and more in exemplary service

Travelling to the subcontinent of India to the scorching town of Vellore, Ms.Ann began her
journey of service in obedience to the Lords calling. At 27, already an expert in general nursing
and midwifery at the famous St.Thomas’ Hospital (UK), she was determined to pursue this vision.
On her arrival in 1968, majority of her professional work was centred around resuscitating the
‘dying’ M- Ward. As a ward sister and later on as a department sister she paved the way for its
expansion from a single unit to that of a multispecialty ward complete with coronary care unit,

renal transplant unit and bone marrow transplant unit. Displaying versatile skills clinical and architectural –
planning the layout with the well known Mr. M. Sengodan, the walls and interior of M -ward took form. Every
three years she would go back to England, gather more knowledge, come back to CMC and contribute in
administration, teaching, intensive care nursing and various other areas.
Her work at the clinical side was an inspiration, and this inspiration still continues.  It was during these days that
she came across Dr. Kuruvilla Varkey and the dilemma faced by the missionaries who work in remote places.
The children of the missionaries had no access to good education and care.  It was at this instance that the
concept of the present 'Balanilayam' took shape. At her flat in Anandagiri (Hospital campus) she and her
colleague Ms. Thompson began this mission of providing care for these children. As days went by, funds
began to flow in and they had enough money to buy a land at Sanjeevipuram where they began the
construction of Balanilayam.  The children who have grown up with her are blessed and her service to their
families is indeed the work of the Lord.
50 years of service to the institution has left us indebted to her. Even after her retirement in 1998 her will to serve
did not diminish. Aunty Ann, as she is lovingly called is still energetic and still giving her all in service to others.
At present she is working with the Department of Haematology, counselling the children who undergo
treatment. A true embodiment of love and perseverance, she stands so true to the verse which led her into this
field: “Go then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize them in the name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you. And I will be with you
always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19 -20



Congratulations!

Upcoming Event
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Centenary Celebration Concert at 6.30 pm, Saturday 3rd March, Scudder Auditorium
An evening of classical music and popular songs from the musicals, presented by Themes and Variations
musical group from Chennai led by Pratibha Santwan. It will be a lively programme including Solos, Vocal
Duets, Piano Solos and Duets and Acapella, to celebrate the Centenary of Medical Education at CMC. Entry is
free all are welcome. There will be a retiring collection in aid of the Centenary Scholarship Fund which has
been set up to encourage and enable promising young women, from disadvantaged backgrounds in Vellore, to
pursue a college education. Kindly donate generously.  For Further details contact: Mr. Hugh Skeil,
Development Office. Email dev.office@cmcvellore.ac.in  Phone : 0416 - 228 3509.

• Dr. Neeraj Kulkarni, Assistant Professor, Department of Obstetrics & Gynaecology won the FOGSI Karan
Gupta  Memorial Award for his poster titled:  “Peripartum hysterectomy: Lessons learnt over a decade in a
tertiary care centre  in South India” at the 61st All India Congress of Obstetrics and Gynaecology held at
Bhuvaneshwar from 17th to 21st January 2018.
• Dr. Shweta Nair won the lst prize for the poster titled “CBCL as a predictor of relationship between ASD and
associated comorbidities”  at the 55th National Conference of Indian Academy of Paediatrics (PEDICON 2018)
held from 5th  to 7th January, 2018 at Nagpur.
• Dr. Joyson Soundrarajan, Senior Librarian & Head, Department of Library Services has been awarded the
'Best Librarian of the Year 2017-18' (Shri S.L. Vij Orientation Award) in the Health Information Field at the
1st National Convention on Open Access to Health Information: Trends, Models and Strategies for Medical
Libraries held at Jaipur during 9th and 10th of February 2018, organized by the Rajasthan Medical Library
Association and Jaypee Brothers Medical Publisher and Distributors, New Delhi.
• Ms. Dharini S., Staff Perfusionist in the Department of Cardio Thoracic Surgery was awarded the
“Upcoming  Young Perfusionist Award”  for the best paper presented at the 18th annual conference of the Indian
Society of Extra Corporeal Technology (ISECTCON 2018), held on 2nd and 3rd February, 2018 at Vishakapatnam.

Notification : Kotagiri Medical Fellowship Hospital (KMF) Kotagiri, Nilgiris
KMF Hospital in Kotagiri is a 50 bedded hospital catering to a population of almostone millionof which about
60% are from a tribal background. This hospital was started in 1941 by Dr. Pauline Jeffrey (Biographer of
Dr Ida Scudder) and few other missionaries with encouragement and support from Aunt Ida and CMC Hospital.
In 2017, this hospital has come under the management of CMC and is in the process of renewing the medical
work. It has well maintained infrastructure and a dedicated eye unit apart from general services, Operation
theatre and HDU. Plans are in way to improve the laboratory and community work, and support from those
interested is well appreciated. There is a high incidence of myocardial infarction with almost three to four cases
in a week and the nearest reliable hospital facilityis about three hours away.At present, there is a need for:
      1. Physician

2. Opthalmologist
3. Orthopaedician
4. Paediatrician

Those interested in being part of this revival work at KMF in any way, may write to the Missions Department,
Directorate, CMC, email id: missionsoffice@cmcvellore.ac.in or visit the Missions Department in Directorate
Extension, Ist Floor, Main Block. Those interested to visit the place are welcome. Clinical Units are invited to
be involved through camps and can convey their interest and this can be taken forward.

Memoranda
• Dr. Niranjan Thomas A.W., Professor of Neonatology is appointed as Head of  Neonatology Unit-I for a
four year term with effect from 12th February, 2018.
• Mrs. Alice Sony, Professor of Nursing, is appointed as Deputy Dean, College of Nursing, for a period of
four years with effect from 24th February, 2018.
• Mrs. Margaret Manoharan, Professor of Nursing, is appointed as Additional Deputy Dean, College of
Nursing, for a period of four years with effect from 24th February, 2018.



CMC PROMOTIONS OFFICE
E-mail ID: cmc.promotionsoffice@cmcvellore.ac.in
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Situations Vac ant
1. Senior Resident for Hospital Infection Control for the Department of Microbiology
Qualification : MD (Microbiology).
Age limit : Below 40 years. Salary scale : As per institutional rules.
Accommodation provided (Partly furnished, depending on availability).

2. Senior Resident with MD (Paediatrics) for the Department of Paediatrics Unit–II (Paediatric
Nephrology)
Age limit : <40 years. Salary : As per institutional rules.
Accommodation provided (Partly furnished, depending on availability).

3. Senior Demonstrator (NM) with M.Sc. in Biostatistics / M.Sc. Statistics for the Department of
Biostatistics
Salary scale : As per institutional rules. Accommodation not provided.

4. Tutor Gr.IV with BOT (Regular Course) for the Department of Psychiatry Unit-II
Salary scale : As per institutional rules. Accommodation not provided.
Apply with bio-data, certificates and testimonial copies with contact phone number, e-mail ID and  full address
to the Principal, Christian Medical College, Bagayam, Vellore - 632 002 or by e-mail: princi@cmcvellore.ac.in
on or before March 03, 2018 for items 1, 2, 3 and 4.
5. Research Fellow for the Department of Neurological Sciences Job code: 1232
Qualification : M.Sc. Biochemistry / M.Sc. Life Sciences.
Mode of Appointment : Project mode.
Salary : As per institutional rules. Accommodation not provided.
Download application from this link: http://www.cmch-vellore.edu/General Vacancies Application Form
for Project Staff.   The print out of the application with certificates and testimonial copies should be sent to the
Principal, Christian Medical College, Bagayam, Vellore - 632 002 on or before March 03, 2018 for
Item 5.  Note: Please mention the Job Code in the application form. The application without
Job code will not be accepted.

6. Erratum : Staff II Cardiac Technician for the Department of Cardiology
Qualifications : B.Sc. (Science subject) with PG Diploma in Cardiac Technology.
Age limit : 35 years. Salary :  As per instiutional rules.
Job description : To assist in Cath Lab., Echo Cardiography, ECG, Treadmill and Holter.  

Applications to be done only through online application system.  Please log on to http://www.cmch-vellore.edu
Link: “Vacancies”.   Note : Only online applications will be accepted; Hard copies will not be accepted.
Applications will close on February 26, 2018 for item 6.

7. Chemical Engineer (Project Mode) for Environmental Engineering Department
Qualification : BE Chemical Engineering. Age limit : 30 years & below.     Salary :  As per instiutional rules.

Applications to be done only through online application system.  Please log on to http://www.cmch-vellore.edu
Link: “Vacancies”.   Note : Only online applications will be accepted; Hard copies will not be accepted.
Applications will close on February 24, 2018 for item 7.

Retirement

Mr. K. Karnan, Sr. Clerk Gr.I, Clerical Pool, retired on 4th February, 2018 after 11 years of
dedicated service to the institution.   His wife, Mrs. Meenal Kodi is a Ward Clerk in Rehabilitation
Unit.

CMC community is thankful for his years of dedicated service and wishes him a blessed retirement.


