Book excerpt

One step at a time
Reena George

The Summer of 1918

—

W loof forward to the time when all young women of the Madras Fresidency greparing for the
profession of medicine will seek enroliment in the Medical School at Vellore.”

~ Anna Kugler, 1918
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the end of the First World War, on
12 August 1918, a Bridsh miliary doctor of
the Madras Presidency was going to speak at

the inauguration of a medical school in South India.
Suspecting correctly thac the litde schodl in rented
bulldings did not possess a skeleton for anamy
classes, Col. Reginald Bryson decided (o take one with
‘him. The skeleton, decorously boxed, ravelled by wain
from Madras to Vellore, where it became the teacher
of anaromy for fourteen girs. The schools professor
of anatomy was ako i principal, Dr Ida Sophia
Scudder The school had cnly two medical achers.
Four years later, when the girls graduated, the
professor of anatomy had become the professor of
v The fully planned i
ceremony was held under a tent, since the schocl
still had lirde in the way of bulldings. Present at the
ceremony was D Anna Kugler, the first woman
‘medical missionary in South India. She wroce a lirde
‘boaklet 1o the occasion. Self-effach
Dr. Eugler did not include her full name in the
‘bookler. The final lines read:

EPILOGUE

We look forward to the dme when all young
women of the Madras Presidency preparing for
the profession of medicine will seek enrollment
in the Medical School at Vellors. This litde
booklec is written that the students of the
future will be able to know something of the
ambidons and aspirations of the First Class
of Students and be stmulared chereby (o such
noble efforts that women of India will bless the
day that saw the establishment of the Vellore
School of Medicine for Women.

~ ASK

Why did Dr. Eugler have such aspiradons for a
fledgling insdrurion? What happened to the schoal In
the four decades thar followed? We will seek answers
in the lives and voices of those who enabled the birth
of thar medieal college.

The invicarion o the spening of the Dniam Missionary Medical School for Wemen in 1918,
(Preceding pages, 16-17) The Medical College campu, fiacing suth fiom College Ll 2011.

To endless years the same. ..

~ Isaac Watts, 1719
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